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Level Course 
Name 

Learner Level Description 

Level 1 Paiaka Absolute Beginners 
 
Building towards 
Te Reo Māori: 15% 
English: 85% 

This course is designed as an introduction to the Māori language for 
absolute beginners with minimal to no previous Māori language learning 
experience. There is a strong focus on pronunciation and establishing a 
foundation of basic Māori language and vocabulary, including greetings, 
farewells, introductions, counting and instructions.  

Level 2 Takahi Confident Beginners 
 
Building towards 
Te Reo Māori: 25% 
English: 75% 
 

This course is designed for beginners with some basic knowledge of te 
reo Māori who aspire to increase their ability and confidence in 
pronouncing words accurately. In this course, participants will develop 
pronunciation skills and extend their knowledge of basic Māori language 
and vocabulary related to greetings, farewells, introductions, counting and 
instructions. 

Level 3 Tumu Advanced Beginners 
 
Building towards 
Te Reo Māori: 40% 
English: 60% 

This course is designed for those who are confident with pronunciation 
and basic Māori language and vocabulary. Participants will work to 
reinforce and refine their knowledge of greetings, farewells, 
introductions, counting and instructions to use te reo Māori on a more 
regular basis.  

Level 4 Kahiwi Intermediate - Bilingual 
delivery 
 
Building towards 
Te Reo Māori: 50% 
English: 50% 
 
 

This course is a gradual introduction to bilingual learning for 
intermediate-level learners with knowledge of some basic sentence 
structures and a range of vocabulary, enabling more frequent use of te reo 
Māori. Participants will work to develop conversational skills and 
grammatical knowledge in te reo Māori. Some content will be facilitated 
in English with instructions mainly bilingual and consolidation practice in 
te reo Māori. 

Level 5 Kaupeka Advanced Intermediate 
- Te Reo Māori delivery 
 
Te Reo Māori: 70% 
English: 30% 

This course is intended for those who are able to interact more frequently 
in te reo Māori with a focus on developing knowledge of grammar. 
Participants will work to broaden their understanding of Māori 
worldviews, expressed through whakataukī, kīwaha and kupu whakarite. 
This course is taught primarily in te reo Māori. 

Level 6 Karamata Proficient 
 
Te Reo Māori: 100% 

This course is intended for those who can sustain conversations in te reo 
Māori. Participants will work to expand their vocabulary further and 
refine their knowledge of sentence structures and language resources. 
This course is taught entirely in te reo Māori. 

Level 7 Kāpuhi Highly Proficient 
 
Te Reo Māori: 100% 

This course is intended for confident, advanced speakers of te reo Māori. 
Participants will expand and refine their vocabulary and grammar 
knowledge further to enhance their ability to understand and use the 
language in multiple settings. 
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